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Why reading to your child really matters



Reading a book and chatting about it 
has a positive impact on children’s 
ability to:

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

Why read with your child at home?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



The number of books your child has 
encountered by the age of six is a 
positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

This benefit comes from:

Adults reading to children and children 
enjoying books simply by looking at them 
and talking about them.

Why does reading together 
every day matter?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



Studies show that it’s the enjoyment and chat 
that matters! 

The more you chat together about the book and 
things that interest your child, the more impact it 
has.

You don’t even have to read the words on the page 
– talking about the pictures is just as important.

If you can read the words, then use your voice to 
make them come alive. It will help your child 
understand the book even better.

Does it matter how we read 
with our children?



Use your home language. 

It is better for your child to hear expert talk from 
you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-forth talk 
between adults and children when they are 
sharing books that makes the difference to 
children’s language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better language and 
comprehension for your child in English.

Does it matter which language we use?



Let your child be the boss of the books they 
choose. Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, magazines, story 
books, picture books, poems and leaflets are all 
great for sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and talk about too.

Does the type of book matter?



Reading at home



Independent Reading

• Each week your child will be allocated a book 
via the Collins eBook website.

• Children will be expected to read this book 
independently to an adult at home.

• Teachers will be able to see if the child has 
accessed the book at home (this book does 
not need to be signed or recorded in their 
reading record book).

• This book will also be read several times over 
the week with a teacher or teaching assistant 
at school. 

• eBooks will be allocated everyday Friday.

Developing your child’s interest in books

Shared Reading

• Your child will also receive 1 shared reading 
books a week. 

• These books will be a ‘best fit’ to match your 
child’s ability but they may need adult support 
at home with sounds/words they have not 
learned yet.

• Teachers/teaching assistants will continue to 
monitor children’s reading progress at school.

• Adults/carers will be expected to sign the 
reading record book once they have heard 
their child read the shared reading books. 

• Shared reading books will be changed every 
Friday.



Reading for pleasure

• Each week your child will visit the school 
library where they will be able to choose a 
book of their choice. 

• At home, children can enjoy talking about the 
pictures or reading the book depending on 
their age and choice of book.

• Adults will be encouraged to read the book 
with the children.

• This book does not need to be recorded in the 
reading record book.

Developing your child’s interest in books

Library Timetable
• Reception – Friday

• Year 1 – 1M Tuesday

1P Friday



Our school uses and teaches
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



• Currently Little Wandle is taught from 
Reception to Year 2 (Autumn 1)

• Children are taught phonemes, formation of 
graphemes, tricky words, oral and written 
blending, segmenting.

• These skills are then implemented during 
reading and writing sessions. 

How we teach Little Wandle

• Children are encouraged to use and 
understand the language:

• Phoneme – the smallest unit of sound that can 
be identified in words e.g. dog is made up of 3 
phonemes d, o and g (please see the link page 
to find out how each letter is pronounced).

• Grapheme – is the way we write a phoneme 
e.g. k can be written as c, k, qu and ck.

• Tricky words – these are words that cannot be 
segmented and blended but have to be 
memorised. 

• Digraph – Two letters to represent one 
phoneme (two letters, one sound).



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching from week 3 of 
Reception once all children are in full-time.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

This term we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Phases 3 and 5

https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc?si=KjDDNEQAWTbld92e
https://vimeo.com/743021918


• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child 
needs additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



Blending to read words



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Our progression



Reading and spelling



Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled at least once a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

• children in Reception will bring a 
book home by week 5 of the first 
half-term.

How do we practise reading in books?



• Little Wandle for Parents

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

• eBook Website 

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/

Useful Links

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.collinshub.co.uk/


Questions?



A love of reading is the 
biggest indicator of future 

academic success!


