
 

   

Year 3 Booklist – Reading for Pleasure 
 

This list includes a selection of the wonderful books available for children in year 3 to broaden their 

reading experience and develop a love of books and reading.  We recommend providing picture 

books for older children, biographies, traditional tales, myths and legends, poetry and non-fiction 

books as well as fiction in your selection to provide a wide variety of literary style and genre, and 

separate thematic lists of non-fiction are available on request. 

 
AHLBERG, Allan The man who wore all his clothes (series); My Worst Book Ever; Mr Tick the 

Teacher (Happy Families series) 

AIKEN, Joan   A necklace of raindrops 

ANDREAE, Giles  Billy Bonkers (series);  

ANHOLT, Laurence Little Red Riding Wolf (and similar funny versions of fairy tales) 

Ghostyshocks and the Three Mummies (Seriously Silly Scary Fairy Tales 

series) 

Leonardo and the flying boy (older reader picture book) 

ARDAGH, Philip  The Pirate Captain’s Cat (The Nine Lives of Furry Purry Bean Cat series) 

ATINUKE   Too Small Tola 

BARTRAM, Simon  Bob and the moontree mystery 

BASS, Guy   Anna Gain and the Same Sixty Seconds 

BECK, Ian   Grey Island Red Boat 

BENTLY, Sue   The Magic Kitten/Puppy series 

BLACKMAN, Malorie  Betsey Bigalow (series); Fangs 

BLUME, Judy   Freckle juice 

BOOTH, Anne   Lucy’s secret reindeer 

BOYCE, Frank Cottrell  Ted Rules the World 

BRANDT, Lucy  Leonora Bolt  

BROWN, Jeff   Flat Stanley (series) 

BROWN, Peter   The Wild Robot 

BUTCHART, Pamela  Baby Aliens Stole my Teacher! (series); The Dino-chick 

BUTLER, Steven  Nothing to see here hotel 

BUTTERWORTH, Jess  Red Panda Rescue 

CARPENTER, Humphrey Mr Majeika (series) 

CARROLL, Lewis  Alice’s adventures in Wonderland 

CHISHOLM, Alistair  Dragon Storm (series) 

COLE, Steve   Astrosaurs (series) 

    Cows in Action (series) 

COPELAND, Sam  Charlie changes into a chicken 

CORRIGAN, Sophie  The (NOT) bad animals 

COUSINS, Dave  Is my teacher a robot? 

DAHL, Roald   George’s Marvellous Medicine; The Twits; Matilda 

DAVIES, Nicola  Ride the Wind 

DEARY, Terry   Viking Tales (and similar series, e.g. Victorian tales) 

DICKINSON, Matt  Popcorn-eating squirrels of the world unite (series) 

DOHERTY, Berlie  The Dragonosaurus 

DOYLE, Malachy  Tales from Old Ireland 

DUDDLE, Jonny  The Jolley-Rogers and the Ghostly Galleon 

FINE, Anne   Diary of a Killer Cat (series); Out for the Count 

FLETCHER, Tom  The Creakers 

FOGLE, Ben   Mr Dog and the Kitten Catastrophe 

FRENCH, Vivian  Aesop’s Funky Fables 



 

   

    Princess Daisy and the Dazzling Dragon (series) 

FUNKE, Cornelia  The Moonshine Dragon 

GANERI, Anita   Rainforest Warrior (non-fiction picture book story of life of Chico Mendes) 

GARDNER, Lyn  Fright in the Night (The Ghastly McNasties series) 

GARDNER, Sally The Invisible Boy (the Magical Children series); The Tindims and the turtle 

tangle; Mr Tiger, Betsy and the Golden seahorse; The Rollercoaster Case 

(Wings & Co:  the fairy detective agency) 

GRAY, Jennifer  Guinea Pigs Online (series) 

GRAY, Kes   Daisy and the trouble with Zoos (series) 

GRIFFITHS, Andy  The 13 Storey Treehouse 

HAIG, Matt   Evie and the Animals 

HIGGINS, Chris  My Funny Family (series) 

HOOPER, Meredith  The pebble in my pocket:  a history of our earth 

HOWELL, A.M.  The House of one hundred clocks 

HUGHES, Shirley  In the Fast Lane (Dixie O’Day series) 

HUGHES, Ted   The Iron Man 

HUNT, Elizabeth Singer The Pursuit of the Ivory Poachers: Kenya (Jack Stalwart secret agent series) 

IMPEY, Rose Titchy Witch (series); If wishes were fishes (Twice upon a time series) 

JENNINGS, Kate Rocket Boy 

JOHNSON, Pete Spook School (series) 

JONES, Gareth P. Ninja Meerkats series 

JONES, Pip On with the show (Squishy McFluff the invisible cat series) 

KING-SMITH, Dick The Hodgeheg; George Speaks 

KINSELLA, Sophie Mermaid Magic (Mummy Fairy and Me series) 

KUHLMANN, Torben Armstrong:  the adventurous journey of a mouse to the moon 

LAMPARD, Frank Frankie’s Magic Football (series) 

MACDONALD, Alan Dirty Bertie series 

MAYHEW, James Katie and the Impressionists 

MCLAUGHLIN, Tom The Day I became the most wanted boy in the world 

MELLING, David Ghost Goblins (series) 

MOORE, Tom One hundred steps 

MORPURGO, Michael Owl or Pussycat?; The Puffin Keeper; Snow Tales 

MUNCASTER, Harriet Mirabelle gets up to mischief (Isadora Moon series) 

MURPHY, Jill Dear Hound, Worst Witch series 

OWEN, Laura and PAUL, Korky The Misadventures of Winnie the Witch (short stories) 

PALMER, Tom Striking Out 

PAPATHEODOULOU, Antonis (reteller) Alice in Wonderland (picture book for older readers) 

PAYNE, Sophia Faruq and the Wiri Wiri (picture book for older readers) 

PETERS, Helen A Rabbit called Clover (in animal story series) 

PIERCE, Lincoln Max & the midknights 

REEVE, Philip Cakes in Space;  Pugs of the Frozen North 

ROBINSON, Tony Skulduggery 

SHEPHERD, Andy & OGILVIE, Sara  The boy who grew dragons 

SIMON, Francesca Horrid Henry (series) 

SIRDESHPANDE, Rashmi How to Change the World:  15 true stories of incredible teamwork 

SMALL, Alfie Pirates and Dragons 

SMITH, Alex T. Claude (series); Mr. Penguin and the Catastrophic Cruise (series) 

SMITH, Alexander McCall Good Dog Lion 

SNAPE, Emily Fergus the furball 

STILTON, Geronimo Paws off, cheddar face! (series) 

STRONG, Jeremy Armadillo and hare and the very noisy bear 

THAN, Gavin Aung No Adults Allowed (Super Side Kicks graphic novel) 



 

   

TOMLINSON, Jill The Owl who was afraid of the dark 

UMANSKY, Kaye Goblinz series; The jealous giant (series) 

VAN ALLSBURG, Chris The Polar Express 

VULLIAMY, Clara Marshmallow Pie the Cat superstar on TV (series); The holiday mystery 

(Dotty Detective series) 

WEBB, Holly The Reindeer Girl;  The Beach Puppy 

WHITE, E B  Charlotte’s Web 

WHYBROW, Ian Meerkat Madness (series); Little Wolf’s book of badness (series) 

 The Footballer from Outer Space 

WILLIAMS, Marcia Ancient Egypt:  tales of gods and pharaohs 

WILLIAMS, Ursula Moray Adventures of the little wooden horse; Gobbolino the witch’s cat 

WILLIS, Jeanne Supercat vs the chip thief; Penguin Pandemonium 

 

Poetry 
 

Ahlberg, Allan  Everybody was a Baby Once 

Barrs, Myra & Ellis, Sue (comp.) Read Me Poetry series, e.g. A saucepan on His Head  

Brown, Skila   Slickety quick:  poems about sharks 

Brownlee, Liz, et al  Apes to Zebras:  A-Z of shape poems 

Carter, James   The Big Beyond:  the story of space travel 

Carter, James   Zim Zam Zoom!  Zappy poems to read out loud 

Carter, James   Spooky poems 

Coelho, Joseph  Poems aloud; Courage out loud; etc 

Corbett, Pie (compiler) The King’s Pyjamas:  A poetry collection  

Crebbin, June (editor)  The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems 

Curry, Jennifer  Pet poems 

Dahl, Roald   Dirty Beasts 

Dahl, Roald   Revolting Rhymes 

Dougherty, John  Dinosaurs & Dinner-ladies 

Eccles, Jane   Space poems 

Eliot, T.S.   Macavity 

Foreman, Michael  Why the animals came to town 

Foster, John & Paul, Korky Dinosaur Poems 

Fantastic Football Poems 

Harrold, A.F. (selector) Midnight feasts:  tasty poems 

Janeczko, Paul B. (selector) & Jones, Richard (illustrator) The proper way to meet a hedgehog and 

other how-to poems 

McGough, Roger  Happy Poems 

Moses, Brian   Selfies with Komodos 

Naylor, Sarah   Disgusting poems 

Nicholls, Judith  The Barefoot book of Earth poems 

Offen, Hilda   Messages from the moon and other poems 

Otter, Isobel   Together:  animal partnerships in the wild 

Rosen, Michael  Bananas in my ears:  a collection of poems 

Segal, Joshua   Yapping Away 

Stevens, Roger  I am a Jigsaw:  Puzzling poems to baffle your brain 

Zetter, Neal   Gorilla ballerina:  a book of bonkers animal poems 

 


